
   

  

 

Dear friends, 

 

Greetings from Sierra Leone! 

 

Like you, we are living in perilous times. The government of Sierra Leone 

has canceled all flights in and out of the country, banned all gatherings 

including church services, closed all schools and cancel all sporting 

events. The lessons learned from ebola crisis a few years ago provided a 

template for the current measures being implemented by the government. 

We thank God that so far we have a zero infection rate. You are in our 

hearts and prayers. 

 

We live in a fallen world filled with pain, fear, uncertainty, disease and 

death. The moment Adam and Eve took a chunk out of that forbidden 

fruit, they kicked the door wide open for sin and death to walk through. 

This coronavirus pandemic has the whole world worried and terrified by 

the speed at which it is spreading and the mortality rate in its wake. 

Draconian measures have been adopted by many countries and there 



has been a run on supermarkets for essential supplies. There seem to be 

no cure for the disease and the prospect of an effect vaccine is several 

months away. As a result, people find themselves in a situation of 

helplessness and hopelessness. Fear seem to be running amok globally. 

 

As a believer, how do you trust God when you’re trapped in uncertainty 

and fear? The spirit of fear can be oppressive, haunting and dominating. 

It overrides courage in a way that drastically alters one’s perspective and 

behavior. 2 Timothy 1:7 reminds us that “For God has not given us a 

spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.” We 

cannot live behind barricaded doors, paralyzed by fear in these uncertain 

times; we must live courageously as people who dare to trust God in the 

face of hopelessness and terror. God wants to show us He is in control 

and that He is able to provide for all of our needs. The prophet Isaiah 

lived in uncertain times. He reminded us that God keeps those in perfect 

peace who set their minds on God (Isaiah 26:3-4). Peace will only come 

through trust and setting our minds on God and His leadership. 

 

There is something in all of us that always wants certainty. It is part of our 

sinful ego and a common expression of our insecurities. Certainty can 

become an idol that replaces authentic trust in God. In many ways, we 

would rather understand the details of the road ahead than rest in deep 

intimacy with the God who has promised to direct our steps. He has 

never promised to show us a detailed 10-year plan. Certainty can actually 

become spiritually counterproductive as it short changes trust, a life of 

faith and moment-by-moment dependence on God. 

 



The song writer in the hymn Leaning on the everlasting arms states, 

“What have I to dread, what have I to fear, 

Leaning on the everlasting arms? 

I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, 

Leaning on the everlasting arms.” 

 

As you go through these uncertain days, realize the gift you’ve been 

given by God. Faith, not certainty, is the single most important ingredient 

to a life pleasing to God (Hebrews 11:6). Faith flourishes when we are 

trusting God at the deepest level with a willingness to let go of our 

insistence for certainty. 

So how should we respond to the current crisis?  

1. Pray.  

for those attending the afflicted. 

for those who are affected and infected by this terrible disease. 

for those grieving the loss of a loved one 

for the unsung heroes in this crisis. 

For people to become followers of Jesus. 

for boldness and confidence to face this crisis. 

2. Follow expert advice on preventive measures. 

3. Think of creative ways to stay in fellowship. Christian media can be 

a great tool. 

4. Use the time at home to read and study the Bible more than ever 

before. A good study Bible is recommended. 

5. Be alert to opportunities to share Jesus with your neighbors. 



6. Use this time to deepen your relationship with your spouse and 

family. 

7. Invest in God’s Kingdom agenda and missions. This pandemic has 

exposed the bankruptcy of the things we tend to make the most 

investments in. 

True faith does not ignore or deny the enormity of the problem or the 

uncomfortable circumstances we are all facing, but looks at them in light 

of God’s Word and His revealed nature and declares, “With God, all 

things are possible.” The Bible and church history are full of examples of 

impossible situations that the people of God faced; however, as they 

refused to give into fear and relied upon God and His Word, they 

overcame. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord from Psalm 91:1-12(Living Bible) 

“We live within the shadow of the Almighty, sheltered by the God 

who is above all gods. This I declare, that he alone is my refuge, my 

place of safety; he is my God, and I am trusting him. For he rescues 

you from every trap and protects you from the fatal plague.  He will 

shield you with his wings! They will shelter you. His faithful 

promises are your armor.  Now you don’t need to be afraid of the 

dark anymore, nor fear the dangers of the day; nor dread the 

plagues of darkness, nor disasters in the morning. Though a 

thousand fall at my side, though ten thousand are dying around me, 

the evil will not touch me. I will see how the wicked are punished, 

but I will not share it. For Jehovah is my refuge! I choose the God 

above all gods to shelter me. How then can evil overtake me or any 



 

plague come near?  For he orders his angels to protect you 

wherever you go. They will steady you with their hands to keep you 

from stumbling against the rocks on the trail.” 

  

In Jesus,  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


